
7/1/2018 Page 70 Sediment and Erosion Control Manual 

SEEDING 
 
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION - Establishment of vegetation by spreading grass seed designed to protect 
exposed soil from erosion by eliminating direct impact of precipitation and slowing overland flow rates.  
Once established, the vegetative cover will also filter pollutants from the runoff.  Use only perennial 
vegetation for final stabilization. 
 
WHERE BMP IS TO BE INSTALLED - To exposed soil after a phase of rough or finish grading has 
been completed, or areas where no activity will occur for 30 days. 
 
CONDITIONS FOR EFFECTIVE USE OF BMPs 
 
 Type of Flow: Sheet flow 
 Contributing Slope Length: 30 foot maximum for 3:1 slopes 
  50 foot maximum for slope between 3:1 and 10:1 
  100 foot maximum for slopes under 10% 
 Minimum Rates: See attached chart(s) 
 Acceptable Dates: See attached chart 
 
WHEN BMP IS TO BE INSTALLED - Immediately after rough or finished grading is completed. 
 
INSTALLATION / CONSTRUCTION PROCEDURES 
 
 Install upstream BMPs to protect area to be seeded. 
 Rough grade area and remove all debris larger than 1-inch in diameter and concentrated areas 

of smaller debris. 
 Install stabilization grids, if needed. 
 Mix soil amendments (lime, fertilizer, etc.) into top 3 to 6 inches of soil as needed. 
 Plant seed ¼ to ½ inch deep. 
 Roll lightly to firm surface. 
 Cover seeded area with mulch unless seeding completed during optimum spring and summer 

dates. 
 Install additional stabilization (netting, bonded fiber matrix, etc.) as required. 
 Water immediately - enough to soak 4 inches into soil without causing runoff. 
 If contract / permit allows seeding to be used for final stabilization, only perennial vegetation 

seeds shall be used. 
 For additional information see Sections 805 and 806.50 of St. Louis County's Standard 

Specification for Road and Bridge Construction. 
 
O&M PROCEDURES: 
 
 Inspect every week and after every storm 
 Protect area from vehicular and foot traffic 
 Reseed areas that have not sprouted within 21 days of planting. 
 Repair damaged or eroded areas and reseed and stabilize as needed 
 Do not mow until 4 inches of growth occurs 
 During the first 4 months, mow no more than ⅓ the grass height 
 Re-fertilize during 2nd growing season 

 
SITE CONDITIONS FOR REMOVAL - Does not require removal, but temporary seeding can be 
removed immediately prior to work returning to an area 




