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Background

• Created by the St. Louis County Port Authority in 2010 
• Funded by rental payments to the Port Authority through a ground 

lease with River City Casino
• Administered and overseen by seven-member Port Authority Board of 

Commissioners 



Areas of Focus

• Grants for projects and programs that promote economic and 
community development in St. Louis County 

• Economic development means promoting the development, growth and 
retention of long-term diversified business and employment opportunities 
that equitably generate increased wealth and enhanced quality life for a 
community’s residents, businesses and institutions.

• Community development is an integral part of economic development. It 
sustains and supports economic development by ensuring that local 
communities have the resources and conditions necessary to benefit from 
large scale initiatives. 

• Encompasses a broad range of activities and programs that build community and human 
capacity, and are often undertaken by non-profits, including local community 
development corporations. 



Eligibility

• Non-profits with 501(c)(3) status
• Located in or primarily serving 

St. Louis County
• Funding available for 

programming and capital 
projects (e.g., construction, 
equipment etc.)



Funding Priorities

Business Retention & Expansion

• Loan products or funds that fill 
gaps in available capital

• Workforce development programs 
for in demand jobs

• Supporting international market 
expansion for local businesses

Neighborhood Economic and 
Community Development

• Repositioning vacant and under-
utilized properties (often retail 
sites)

• Neighborhood infrastructures 
improvements

• Planning/feasibility studies
• Community planning/organization
• Neighborhood stabilization



Funding Priorities, cont.

Entrepreneurship Programs

• Supporting small business 
development, especially 
expanding opportunities for 
minority and neighborhood-
based businesses

• Fostering innovation 
ecosystem development, such 
as financing, business 
technical assistance or 
facilities/infrastructure

Real Estate 
Development/Redevelopment

• Brownfield Redevelopment
• Site acquisition and 

assemblage
• Site preparation (pre-

development - A/E, demo, 
infrastructure)

Targeted Industry Sector 
Support (based on County or 
Regional strategic priorities)

• Ag Sciences and Technology
• Life Sciences
• Tech (includes cyber-security)
• Advanced Manufacturing



Funding Priorities, cont.

The Port prioritizes programs or projects that increase economic 
opportunity for historically underserved individuals and/or benefit 
underserved or economically distressed communities. 



Schedule

• Released: June 29, 2022
• Due date: no later than 5:00 

p.m., August 10, 2022
• Review, follow up and evaluation 

early August-September 
• Funding decisions expected Fall 

2022



Application

• General application
• All applicants must complete
• Required attachments

• Appendix I
• Additional information for construction/capital projects only

• Appendix II
• Additional Information for programmatic projects only



General Application - Background 

• Applicant Basics
• Non-profit

• Expectation that applicant 
will have 501(c)(3)

• Minority or women-controlled 
over 50% of board members 
minorities or women



General Application – Key Data Points

• Timing
• Budget
• Funding Request
• Location
• Jobs



General Application – Project Summary

• Executive Summary
• Brief description
• This is your “elevator pitch”



General Application – Mission & Project 
Details
• Organizational Information

• Mission
• What do you do? Who do you serve?
• Organizational capacity

• Detailed Project Description
• What’s the need and who will be served?
• How does it fit with your organization’s 

strategy?
• Partners
• Is it consistent with or advance a 

community plan?
• Green or sustainability aspects?



General Application – Outcomes and 
Sustainability
• What will you achieve?

• Living wage jobs?
• Additional investment
• How will you track your progress?
• Outcomes 

• Project Funding
• Sustainability
• In-kind



General Application – Legal Stuff

• Assurances & Certifications



General Application – Supporting Documents

• Check List
• Board member information
• IRS 501(c)(3) determination 

letter
• Letters of support
• Audited financial statements
• Appendix I OR II



Appendix I – Additional Information for 
Construction Project Requests
• Redevelopment Projects

• New construction
• Renovation

• Project Schedule
• From property acquisition to 

completing construction



Appendix I, cont.

• Detailed Project Costs, including
• Land costs
• Infrastructure
• Building 
• Soft costs



Appendix I, cont.

• Sources of Funding
• Equity
• Loans
• Grants
• Other, e.g. tax credits

• Commitments
• Additional information that 

clarifies Appendix answers



Appendix II – Additional Information for 
Programmatic Requests
• Budget
• Description of New Services
• Costs of New Services
• Staffing
• Sustainability of new program



Beyond Housing

• Construction of commercial 
kitchen training space (build out 
and equipment purchases) to 
provide training and career 
opportunities in the food service 
industry focusing on residents in 
24:1 community

• Business Retention and 
Expansion (workforce 
development)



Legal Services of Eastern Missouri

• Staffing and programmatic support to 
expand micro-enterprise program, 
providing free legal and educational 
services for minority and women 
entrepreneurs in North St. Louis County

• Entrepreneurship/Innovation
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Spanish Lake CDC

• Community engagement and 
feasibility planning for 
development of a community 
hub/town center in Bellefontaine 
Corridor in North County

• Neighborhood Economic and 
Community Development



Final Thoughts

Frequently Asked Questions – available on webpage

Other Questions? PortFund@stlouisco.com

Deadline: 5:00 pm, August 10, 2022

Thank you!

mailto:PortFund@stlouisco.com
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